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Reading: Foundational Skills  
 Reads grade-level words using phonics and word analysis skills 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to apply decoding strategies. Requires teacher prompting and 
support to apply decoding strategies; 
may only be able to apply with lower 
level texts. 

Independently able to apply 
decoding strategies within grade-
level texts (DRA 18-20). 

Independently and consistently can 
apply decoding strategies with above 
level texts. 

 
2 

Unable to apply decoding strategies 
or needs significant support with 
below level texts. 

Able to apply decoding skills, but 
ability is limited to below level text. 

Independently able to apply 
decoding strategies within grade-
level texts (DRA 24). 

Independently and consistently can 
apply decoding strategies with above 
level texts. 

 
3 

Unable to apply decoding strategies 
or needs significant support with 
below level texts. 

Able to apply decoding skills, but 
ability is limited to below level text. 

Independently able to apply 
decoding strategies within grade-
level texts (DRA 28). 

Independently and consistently can 
apply decoding strategies with above 
level texts. 

Reading: Foundational Skills  
 Reads grade-level text with sufficient accuracy and fluency 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Reads leveled texts slowly and 
inaccurately with little or no 
expression. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to read grade-level texts or 
only able to demonstrate accuracy and 
fluency with below grade-level texts. 

Independently reads grade-level 
texts (DRA 18-20) text accurately, 
smoothly and/or with expression. 

Independently and consistently 
above grade-level texts accurately, 
smoothly and with expression. 

 
2 

Reads leveled texts slowly and 
inaccurately with little or no 
expression. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to read grade-level texts or 
only able to demonstrate accuracy and 
fluency with below grade-level texts. 

Independently reads grade-level 
texts (DRA 24) accurately, smoothly 
and/or with expression. 

Independently and consistently 
above grade-level texts accurately, 
smoothly and with expression. 

 
3 

Reads leveled texts slowly and 
inaccurately with little or no 
expression. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to read grade-level texts or 
only able to demonstrate accuracy and 
fluency with below grade-level texts. 

Independently reads grade-level 
texts (DRA 28) accurately, smoothly 
and with expression. 

Independently and consistently 
above grade-level texts accurately, 
smoothly and with expression. 
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Reading: Foundational Skills  
 Reads grade-level text with purpose and understanding 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to demonstrate 
comprehension when reading 
leveled text. 

Requires prompting and support 
to read grade-level texts (DRA 
18-20) and to demonstrate 
understanding. 

Independently reads grade-level 
texts (DRA 18-20) and is able to 
demonstrate understanding. 

Independently and consistently 
reads above grade-level texts 
and is able to demonstrate 
understanding. 

 
2 

Unable to demonstrate 
comprehension when reading 
leveled text. 

Requires prompting and support 
to read grade-level texts (DRA 
24) and to demonstrate 
understanding. 

Independently reads grade-level 
texts (DRA 24) and is able to 
demonstrate understanding. 

Independently and consistently 
reads above grade-level texts 
and is able to demonstrate 
understanding. 

 
3 

Unable to demonstrate 
comprehension when reading 
leveled text. 

 

Requires prompting and support 
to read grade-level texts (DRA 
28) and to demonstrate 
understanding. 

Independently reads grade-level 
texts (DRA 28) and is able to 
demonstrate understanding. 

Independently and consistently 
reads above grade-level texts 
and is able to demonstrate 
understanding. 

Reading: Foundational Skills  
 Uses context to confirm or self-correct during reading 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to use context or self-
correct when reading leveled 
text. 

Makes attempts to use context 
or self-correct, but requires 
teacher prompting and support 
when reading leveled text. 

Independently is able to use 
context and self-correct when 
reading leveled text. 

Independently and consistently 
is able to use context and self-
correct with minimal miscues 
when reading leveled text. 

 
2 

Unable to use context or self-
correct when reading leveled 
text. 

Makes attempts to use context 
or self-correct, but requires 
teacher prompting and support 
when reading leveled text. 

Independently is able to use 
context and self-correct when 
reading leveled text. 

Independently and consistently 
is able to use context and self-
correct with minimal miscues 
when reading leveled text. 

 
3 

Unable to use context or self-
correct when reading leveled 
text. 

Makes attempts to use context 
or self-correct, but requires 
teacher prompting and support 
when reading leveled text. 

Independently is able to use 
context and self-correct when 
reading leveled text. 

Independently and consistently 
is able to use context and self-
correct when reading complex 
texts. 
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Reading: Literature 
 Retells stories and determines the central moral or lesson of the story 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

    

 
2 

Limited or no ability to recount 
stories and determine the central 
moral or lesson. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to recount stories and 
determine the central moral or 
lesson within leveled texts. 

Independently can recount stories 
and determine the central moral or 
lesson within leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently can 
recount stories and determine the 
central moral or lesson in complex 
texts. 

 
3 

Limited or no ability to recount 
stories and determine the central 
moral or lesson. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to recount stories and 
determine the central moral or 
lesson within leveled texts. 

Independently can recount stories 
and determine the central moral or 
lesson within leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently can 
recount stories, determine the 
central moral or lesson, and explain 
how it is conveyed through key 
details in complex texts. 

Reading: Foundational Skills 
 Asks and answers questions to demonstrate understanding of a text 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Little or no understanding of what 
has been read. Unable to ask or 
answer questions concerning key 
details. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to ask or answer questions 
concerning key details within leveled 
literary or informational text. 

Independently asks and answers 
questions concerning key details 
within leveled literary or 
informational texts. 

Independently and consistently asks 
and answers questions concerning 
key details in complex literary or 
informational texts. 

 
2 

Little or no understanding of what 
has been read. Unable to ask or 
answer questions concerning key 
details. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to ask or answer questions 
concerning key details within leveled 
literary or informational text. 

Independently asks and answers 
questions concerning key details 
within leveled literary or 
informational texts. 

Independently and consistently asks 
and answers questions concerning 
key details in complex literary or 
informational texts. 

 
3 

Little or no understanding of what 
has been read. Unable to ask or 
answer questions concerning key 
details. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to ask or answer questions 
concerning key details within leveled 
literary or informational text. 

Independently asks and answers 
questions concerning key details 
within leveled literary or 
informational texts. 

Independently and consistently asks 
and answers questions concerning 
key details in complex literary or 
informational texts. 
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Reading: Literature 
 Describes the characters and how they change throughout the story 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to describe the characters 
and how they change and respond to 
major events in a story. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to describe the characters 
and how they change and respond to 
major events in a story. 

Independently can describe the 
characters and how they change and 
respond to major events in a story 
within leveled text. 

Independently and consistently 
provides a vivid and in depth 
description as to how characters 
change and respond to major events. 

 
2 

Unable to describe the characters 
and how they change and respond to 
major events in a story. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to describe the characters 
and how they change and respond to 
major events in a story. 

Independently can describe the 
characters and how they change and 
respond to major events in a story 
within leveled text. 

Independently and consistently 
provides a vivid and in depth 
description as to how characters 
change and respond to major events. 

 
3 

Unable to describe the characters 
and how they change and respond to 
major events in a story. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to describe the characters 
and how they change and respond to 
major events in a story. 

Independently can describe the 
characters and how they change and 
respond to major events in a story 
within leveled text. 

Independently and consistently 
provides a vivid and in depth 
description as to how characters 
change, respond, and contribute to 
major events. 

Reading: Literature 
 Describes the structure of a story, including the beginning, middle, and end 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Limited or no understanding of story 
structure. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to describe the overall 
structure of a story in leveled texts. 

Independently can describe the 
overall structure of a story, including 
the beginning, middle and end of a 
leveled text. 

Independently and consistently can 
describe the overall structure of a 
story, including the beginning, 
middle and end of a complex text. 

 
2 

Limited or no understanding of story 
structure. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to describe the overall 
structure of a story in leveled texts. 

Independently can describe the 
overall structure of a story, including 
the beginning, middle and end of a 
leveled text. 

Independently and consistently can 
describe the overall structure of a 
story, including the beginning, 
middle and end of a complex text. 

 
3 

Limited or no understanding of story 
structure. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to describe the overall 
structure of a story in leveled texts. 

Independently can describe the 
overall structure of a story, including 
the beginning, middle and end of a 
leveled text. 

Independently and consistently can 
describe the overall structure of a 
story; can describe how each 
successive part builds on earlier ones 
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Reading: Literature 
 Compares and contrasts two or more versions of the same story 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

    

 
2 

Unable, or rarely able, to compare or 
contrast two characters, topics, or 
stories. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to compare and contrast two 
characters, topics, or stories. 

Independently compares and 
contrasts two characters, topics, or 
stories using leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently 
compares and contrasts two 
characters, topics, or stories using 
complex texts. 

 
3 

Unable, or rarely able, to compare or 
contrast two characters, topics, or 
stories. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to compare and contrast two 
characters, topics, or stories. 

Independently compares and 
contrasts two characters, topics, or 
stories using leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently 
compares and contrasts characters, 
themes, settings, plots, topics, or 
stories using complex texts. 

Reading: Literature 
 Acknowledges differences in the points of view of characters 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to acknowledge differences 
in the points of view of characters. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to acknowledge differences 
in the points of view of characters. 

Independently can acknowledge 
differences in the points of view of 
characters in leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently 
provides an in depth explanation of 
the differences in the points of view 
of characters. 

 
2 

Unable to acknowledge differences 
in the points of view of characters. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to acknowledge differences 
in the points of view of characters. 

Independently can acknowledge 
differences in the points of view of 
characters in leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently 
provides an in depth explanation of 
the differences in the points of view 
of characters. 

 
3 

Unable to acknowledge differences 
in the points of view of characters. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to acknowledge differences 
in the points of view of characters. 

Independently can acknowledge 
differences in the points of view of 
characters in leveled texts, including 
speaking in a different voice for each 
character. 

Independently and consistently 
provides an in depth explanation of 
the differences in the points of view 
of characters in complex texts; 
distinguishes own point of view from 
that of the author or characters. 
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Reading: Informational Text  
 Identifies the main idea and topic of a text 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to identify the main idea and 
topic of a text. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to identify the main idea and 
topic of a text. 

Independently identifies the main 
idea, topic, and focus of specific 
paragraphs within a leveled text. 

Independently and consistently 
identifies the main idea, topic, 
supporting details, and focus of 
specific paragraphs. 

 
2 

Unable to identify the main idea and 
topic of a text. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to identify the main idea and 
topic of a text. 

Independently identifies the main 
idea, topic, and focus of specific 
paragraphs within a leveled text. 

Independently and consistently 
identifies the main idea, topic, 
supporting details, and focus of 
specific paragraphs. 

 
3 

Unable to identify the main idea and 
topic of a text. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to identify the main idea and 
topic of a text. 

Independently identifies the main 
idea, topic, and focus of specific 
paragraphs within a leveled text. 

Independently and consistently 
identifies the main idea, topic, 
supporting details, and focus of 
specific paragraphs within complex 
texts. 

Reading: Informational Text 
 Describes the connection between events, ideas, or steps in a text 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to describe the connection 
between events, ideas, or steps in a 
text. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to describe the connection 
between events, ideas, or steps in a 
text. 

Independently can describe the 
connection between events, ideas, or 
steps in leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently 
provides in-depth connections 
between events, ideas, and steps. 

 
2 

Unable to describe the connection 
between events, ideas, or steps in a 
text. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to describe the connection 
between events, ideas, or steps in a 
text. 

Independently can describe the 
connection between events, ideas, or 
steps in leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently 
provides in-depth connections 
between events, ideas, and steps. 

 
3 

Unable to describe the connection 
between events, ideas, or steps in a 
text. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to describe the connection 
between events, ideas, or steps in a 
text. 

Independently can describe the 
connection between events, ideas, 
concepts, or steps in leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently 
provides in-depth connections 
between events, ideas, and steps in 
complex texts. 
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Reading: Informational Text 
 Identifies the author’s purpose 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to identify the author’s 
purpose in leveled texts. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to identify the author’s 
purpose in leveled texts. 

Independently can identify the 
author’s purpose within leveled 
texts. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify the author’s purpose. 

 
2 

Unable to identify the author’s 
purpose in leveled texts. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to identify the author’s 
purpose in leveled texts. 

Independently can identify the 
author’s purpose within leveled 
texts. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify the author’s purpose and 
provide detailed support. 

 
3 

Unable to identify the author’s 
purpose in leveled texts. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to identify the author’s 
purpose in leveled texts. 

Independently can identify the 
author’s purpose and provide 
detailed support within leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify the author’s purpose and 
provide detailed support within 
complex texts; distinguishes own 
point of view from that of the author 

Reading: Informational Text 
 Uses text features to locate information in a text 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to identify non-fiction 
text features. 

Demonstrates the ability to identify 
some non-fiction text features. 

Independently demonstrates the 
ability to identify some non-fiction 
text features. 

Independently and consistently 
demonstrates the ability to identify 
most non-fiction text features and 
begins to explain how they can be 
used. 

 
2 

Unable to identify non-fiction 
text features. 

Demonstrates the ability to identify 
some non-fiction text fictions. 

Independently demonstrates the 
ability to identify most non-fiction 
text features and begins to explain 
how they can be used. 

Independently and consistently 
demonstrates the ability to identify 
most non-fiction text features, is able 
to explain how they can be used, and 
begins to apply them to texts. 

 
3 

Unable to identify non-fiction 
text features. 

Demonstrates the ability to identify 
most non-fiction text features and 
begins to explain how they can be 
used. 

Independently demonstrates the 
ability to identify most non-fiction 
text features and is able to locate key 
facts or information in a text 
efficiently. 

Independently and consistently 
demonstrates the ability to identify 
most non-fiction text features, 
explain how they can be used, and 
locate information to a given topic. 
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Writing 
 Writes on topic and provides details following the rules of various genres 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to write more than one 
sentence for a specific purpose that 
has been taught (persuade, inform, 
entertain). 

Requires prompting and support to 
write meaningful details for a specific 
purpose that has been taught 
(persuade, inform, entertain). 

Independently can write meaningful 
details for a specific purpose that has 
been taught (persuade, inform, 
entertain). 

Independently and consistently can 
write several supporting details for a 
specific purpose that has been 
taught (persuade, inform, entertain). 

 
2 

Unable to write more than one 
sentence for a specific purpose that 
has been taught (persuade, inform, 
entertain). 

Requires prompting and support to 
write meaningful details for a specific 
purpose that has been taught 
(persuade, inform, entertain). 

Independently can write meaningful 
details for a specific purpose that has 
been taught (persuade, inform, 
entertain). 

Independently and consistently can 
write several details for a specific 
purpose that has been taught 
(persuade, inform, entertain) using 
higher-level vocabulary and 
descriptive language. 

 
3 

Unable to write more than one 
sentence for a specific purpose that 
has been taught (persuade, inform, 
entertain). 

Requires prompting and support to 
write meaningful details for a specific 
purpose that has been taught 
(persuade, inform, entertain). 

Independently can write meaningful 
details for a specific purpose that has 
been taught (persuade, inform, 
entertain).  Details logically add 
cohesion and clarity to the writing. 

Independently and consistently can 
write several details for a specific 
purpose that has been taught 
(persuade, inform, entertain) using 
higher-level vocabulary and 
descriptive language. 

Reading: Informational Text 
 Compares and contrasts the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable, or rarely able, to compare or 
contrast the most important points 
presented by two texts on the same 
topic. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to compare and contrast the 
most important points presented by 
two texts on the same topic. 

Independently compares and 
contrasts the most important points 
presented by two leveled texts on 
the same topic. 

Independently and consistently 
compares and contrasts the most 
important points presented by two 
texts on the same topic. 

 
2 

Unable, or rarely able, to compare or 
contrast the most important points 
presented by two texts on the same 
topic. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to compare and contrast the 
most important points presented by 
two texts on the same topic. 

Independently compares and 
contrasts the most important points 
presented by two leveled texts on 
the same topic. 

Independently and consistently 
compares and contrasts the most 
important points presented by two 
texts on the same topic. 

 
3 

Unable, or rarely able, to compare or 
contrast the most important points 
presented by two texts on the same 
topic. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to compare and contrast the 
most important points presented by 
two texts on the same topic. 

Independently compares and 
contrasts the most important points 
presented by two leveled texts on 
the same topic. 

Independently and consistently 
compares and contrasts the most 
important points presented by two 
complex texts on the same topic. 
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Writing 
 Uses the writing process and applies learned writing strategies 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to apply learned writing 
strategies. 

Requires prompting and support to 
apply learned writing strategies. 

Independently can apply learned 
writing strategies. 

Independently and consistently can 
apply learned writing strategies 
(revising, editing, digital composition, 
etc.) 

 
2 

Unable to apply learned writing 
strategies. 

Requires prompting and support to 
apply learned writing strategies. 

Independently can apply learned 
writing strategies. 

Independently and consistently can 
apply learned writing strategies 
(revising, editing, digital composition, 
etc.) 

 
3 

Unable to apply learned writing 
strategies. 

Requires prompting and support to 
apply learned writing strategies. 

Independently can apply learned 
writing strategies; with guidance and 
support, strengthens writing through 
revisions and editing 

Independently and consistently can 
apply learned writing strategies in 
more sophisticated and cohesive 
ways (revising, editing, digital 
composition, etc.). 

Speaking and Listening 
 Participates in classroom discussions appropriately 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Does not participate in, and follow 
rules for, class discussions. 

Demonstrates limited participation in 
class discussions.  Demonstrates 
some inconsistencies with following 
rules for class discussions. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions.  
Asks questions to clear up any 
confusion about the topics under 
discussion. 

 
2 

Does not participate in, and follow 
rules for, class discussions.  Does not 
ask questions for clarification. 

Demonstrates participation in class 
discussions.  Demonstrates some 
inconsistencies with following rules 
for discussions and/or does not ask 
questions for clarification. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions.  
Asks questions to clear up any 
confusion about the topics under 
discussion. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions.  
Asks questions to clear up any 
confusion about the topics under 
discussion. 

 
3 

Does not participate in, and/or 
follow rules for, class discussions.  
Does not ask questions for 
clarification. 

Demonstrates participation in class 
discussions.  Demonstrates some 
inconsistencies with following rules 
for discussions and/or does not ask 
questions for clarification. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions.  
Asks questions to clear up any 
confusion about the topics under 
discussion.  Responds appropriately 
to others’ talk in class conversations. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions.  
Asks questions to clear up any 
confusion about the topics under 
discussion.  Responds appropriately 
to others’ talk in class conversations.  
Input frequently enhances the class 
discussion. 
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Speaking and Listening 
 Retells a fiction or nonfiction selection with appropriate facts and descriptive details 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Limited or no ability to retell a fiction 
or nonfiction selection with facts and 
details. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to retell a fiction or 
nonfiction selection with facts and 
details. 

Independently can retell a fiction 
or nonfiction selection with facts 
and details (read aloud). 

Independently and consistently can 
retell a fiction or nonfiction selection 
with facts and details.  Makes 
connections between the selection read 
aloud with another section presented 
orally or through other media. 

 
2 

Limited or no ability to retell a fiction 
or nonfiction selection with facts and 
details. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to retell a fiction or 
nonfiction selection with facts and 
details. 

Independently can retell a fiction 
or nonfiction selection with facts 
and details (read aloud or orally). 

Independently and consistently can 
retell a fiction or nonfiction selection 
with facts and details.  Makes 
connections between the selection read 
aloud with another section presented 
orally or through other media. 

 
3 

Limited or no ability to retell a fiction 
or nonfiction selection with facts and 
details. 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to retell a fiction or 
nonfiction selection with facts and 
details. 

Independently can retell a fiction 
or nonfiction selection with facts 
and details (read aloud, orally, and 
other forms of media). 

Independently and consistently can 
retell a fiction or nonfiction selection 
with facts and details.  Makes 
connections between the selection read 
aloud with another section presented 
orally or through other media. 

Language 
 Recognizes and uses parts of speech correctly 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to use parts of speech 
correctly (noun, verbs, adjectives, 
etc.). 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to use parts of speech 
correctly in writing. 

Independently uses parts of speech 
correctly.  Occasional errors may 
occur. 

Independently and consistently uses 
parts of speech correctly in writing.  
Minimal errors occur.   

 
2 

Unable to use parts of speech 
correctly (noun, verbs, adjectives, 
etc.). 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to use parts of speech 
correctly in writing. 

Independently uses parts of speech 
correctly.  Occasional errors may 
occur. 

Consistently and independently uses 
parts of speech correctly in writing.  
Minimal errors occur.   

 
3 

Unable to use parts of speech 
correctly (noun, verbs, adjectives, 
etc.). 

Requires teacher prompting and 
support to use parts of speech 
correctly in writing. 

Independently uses parts of speech 
correctly.  Occasional errors may 
occur. 

Consistently and independently uses 
part of speech correctly in writing.  
Minimal errors occur.   



Grade 2 – English/Language Arts 
Report Card Performance Rubric 

 

Language 
 Demonstrates proper usage of capitalization and punctuation 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to use capitalization and 
punctuation that has been taught in 
writing (holidays, product names, 
geographic names, commas in 
greetings and closing, apostrophes). 

Requires prompting and support to 
use capitalization and punctuation 
that has been taught in writing 
(holidays, product names, geographic 
names, commas in greetings and 
closing, apostrophes). 

Independently can use capitalization 
and punctuation that has been 
taught in writing (holidays, product 
names, geographic names, commas 
in greeting and closing, apostrophes). 

Independently and consistently uses 
grade level capitalization and 
punctuation practices, including 
more advanced punctuation that has 
not been formally taught at the 
grade level. 

 
2 

Unable to use capitalization and 
punctuation that has been taught in 
writing (holidays, product names, 
geographic names, commas in 
greetings and closing, apostrophes). 

Requires prompting and support to 
use capitalization and punctuation 
that has been taught in writing 
(holidays, product names, geographic 
names, commas in greetings and 
closing, apostrophes). 

Independently can use capitalization 
and punctuation that has been 
taught in writing (holidays, product 
names, geographic names, commas 
in greeting and closing, apostrophes). 

Independently and consistently uses 
grade level capitalization and 
punctuation practices, including 
more advanced punctuation that has 
not been formally taught at the 
grade level. 

 
3 

Unable to use capitalization and 
punctuation that has been taught in 
writing (holidays, product names, 
geographic names, commas in 
greetings and closing, apostrophes). 

Requires prompting and support to 
use capitalization and punctuation 
that has been taught in writing 
(holidays, product names, geographic 
names, commas in greetings and 
closing, apostrophes). 

Independently can use capitalization 
and punctuation that has been 
taught in writing (holidays, product 
names, geographic names, commas 
in greeting and closing, apostrophes). 

Independently and consistently uses 
grade level capitalization and 
punctuation practices, including 
more advanced punctuation that has 
not been formally taught at the 
grade level. 

Language 
 Spells grade-level words 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to use learned spelling skills. 
Does not correctly match sounds to 
letters – inventive spelling is not 
recognizable. 

Uses some learned spelling skills. 
With teacher prompting and support, 
can match many sounds to letters – 
inventive spelling is mostly 
recognizable. 

Uses learned spelling skills. 
Occasional errors may occur. Can 
independently match almost all 
heard sounds to letters – inventive 
spelling is mostly recognizable 

Uses all learned spelling skills, applies 
learned skills to new words, and 
spells at a more advanced level 
(challenge words). Can 
independently match almost all 
heard sounds to letters (including 
blends, vowels, and digraphs) – 
inventive spelling is recognizable 

 
2 

Unable to use learned spelling skills. 
Does not correctly match sounds to 
letters – inventive spelling is not 
recognizable. 

Uses some learned spelling skills. 
With teacher prompting and support, 
can match many sounds to letters – 
inventive spelling is mostly 
recognizable. 

Uses learned spelling skills. 
Occasional errors may occur. Can 
independently match almost all 
heard sounds to letters – inventive 
spelling is mostly recognizable. 

Uses all learned spelling skills, applies 
learned skills to new words, and 
spells at a more advanced level 
(challenge words). Can 
independently match almost all 
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heard sounds to letters (including 
blends, vowels, and digraphs) – 
inventive spelling is recognizable. 

 
3 

Unable to use learned spelling skills. 
Does not correctly match sounds to 
letters – inventive spelling is not 
recognizable. 

Uses some learned spelling skills. 
With teacher prompting and support, 
can match many sounds to letters – 
inventive spelling is mostly 
recognizable 

Uses learned spelling skills. 
Occasional errors may occur. Can 
independently match almost all 
heard sounds to letters (including 
blends, vowels, and digraphs) – 
inventive spelling is recognizable. 

Uses all learned spelling skills, applies 
learned skills to new words, and 
spells at a more advanced level 
(challenge words). Spells most words 
correctly - inventive spelling is still 
used at times for more challenging 
words. 

Language 
 Uses various strategies to understand unknown vocabulary 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to demonstrate use of 
learned spelling and vocabulary 
strategies. 

Uses some learned spelling and 
vocabulary strategies.  Demonstrates 
errors with grade level words. 

Independently uses learned spelling 
and vocabulary strategies. 

Independently and consistently uses 
learned spelling and vocabulary 
strategies.  Extends use of strategies 
to complex terms and applies 
understanding to own speech or 
writings. 

 
2 

Unable to demonstrate use of 
learned spelling and vocabulary 
strategies. 

Uses some learned spelling and 
vocabulary strategies.  Demonstrates 
errors with grade level words. 

Independently uses learned spelling 
and vocabulary strategies. 

Independently and consistently uses 
learned spelling and vocabulary 
strategies.  Extends use of strategies 
to complex terms and applies 
understanding to own speech or 
writings. 

 
3 

Unable to demonstrate use of 
learned spelling and vocabulary 
strategies. 

Uses some learned spelling and 
vocabulary strategies.  Demonstrates 
errors with grade level words. 

Independently uses learned spelling 
and vocabulary strategies. 

Independently and consistently uses 
learned spelling and vocabulary 
strategies.  Extends use of strategies 
to complex terms and applies 
understanding to own speech or 
writings. 


